
Join zoos, aquariums, and conservation partners around the world to 
celebrate Shark and Ray Awareness Day on July 14.

Shark and Ray Awareness Day - July 14

Sharks and rays are amazing, and today, we celebrate the diversity of over 1,200 
species of sharks and rays. From the Greenland shark living up to 500 years to the sawfish 
with its long saw-like nose, these animals have evolved unique physical and behavioral 
adaptations. As a top predator within their habitat, many species play a critical role in 
maintaining the balance of marine food webs and ocean health. 
However, unsustainable fishing practices have resulted in serious declines in many 
wild populations around the world. Overfishing and bycatch issues can be addressed by 
purchasing sustainable seafood and supporting strong, science-based management of 
shark populations and their habitats.
Through AZA SAFE: Saving Animals From Extinction, AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums 
are working with conservation partners and stakeholders to save sharks and rays. You can 
help by supporting your local zoo, aquarium, or science-based conservation organization 
and spreading the word about sharks and rays. #SAFESharks
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Shark Hat
AUDIENCE

MATERIALS NEEDED

INSTRUCTIONS

General Zoo and Aquarium Visitors - all ages

• Crayons
• Scissors
• Attached template
• Staple
• Construction paper

Color the shark, cut it out, and staple it to a strip of construction paper.

Developed by:
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SHARK ANATOMY

AMPULLAE OF LORENZINI

CARTILAGE

CAUDAL FIN

DENTICLES

DORSAL

ELECTRO-RECEPTION

EYES

GILLS

Find out what makes sharks one of the greatest predators on our planet? 

GILL RAKERS

JAWS

LATERAL LINE

LIVER

NOSTRILS

PECTORAL FINS

PELVIC FINS

RED MUSCLE

SPIRACLES

TAPETUM

TEETH

WHITE MUSCLE
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Sharks and rays use am
pullaeof 

Lorenzinito search for prey 
buried in the sand



Did you know? 
15 of the 16 species of Rhino Rays 

are critically endangered

Choose sustainable seafood and support science-based conservation 
organizations to save these shark-like rays.


